Evidence for sex steroid receptors in feline brainstem.
Specific binding sites for estrogens, androgens, and progestins were found in cytosol from perfused cat brainstem with the use of a steroid binding assay. These sites resemble 'classical' steroid receptors in ligand specificity as well as in sedimentation properties (sedimentation constant 8-10S on sucrose density gradient). The presence of estrogen receptor in brainstem extracts was also confirmed by an enzyme immunoassay employing monoclonal antibodies directed against human estrogen receptor. This finding may be relevant to known influences of sex steroids on respiration.